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Teaching Languages at

Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry - Report

Sri Aurobindo Ashram, located in Pondicherry
(now Puducherry), India, is a spiritual community founded
by Sri Aurobindo and the Mother (Mirra Alfassa) in 1926.
The Ashram serves as a hub for spiritual seekers from
across the globe and is deeply rooted in the teachings
of integral yoga. Given its international appeal and the
diverse origins of its members, the Ashram is a unique case
study in multilingualism.

From July 22nd to July 26th, 2024, a group of
representatives from Sheth C.N. Vidyavihar visited Sri
Aurobindo Ashram in Pondicherry. During this visit, they
interacted with teachers from various disciplines, gaining
insights into the Ashram's unique educational practices.
Particularly noteworthy were the discussions with the
language teachers, who shared that their pedagogy
combines elements of the Direct Method and the Language
Acquisition Method. This approach reflects the Ashram's
belief that languages are crucial for the expansion of
consciousness, far beyond their traditional role as mere
tools of communication. The Ashram’s commitment
to multilingualism is evident, as all its disciples are
multilingual, embracing an educational philosophy that
promotes the learning and use of multiple languages.

This article explores the role of multilingualism
within the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, the languages in use,
and how they contribute to the spiritual and communal
life of the Ashram.

01. Background of Multilingualism in the Ashram

Multilingualism has been a fundamental
characteristic of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram since its
inception. As the Ashram attracts followers from various
parts of the world, linguistic diversity naturally emerged
as a part of its daily life. Sri Aurobindo and the Mother
themselves were proficient in multiple languages, which
laid the foundation for a multilingual environment.

The Ashram's commitment to inclusivity and its
global outreach requires the use of multiple languages in
its operations, spiritual practices, educational programs,
and publications.

02. Languages Spoken and Their Roles

Sri Aurobindo Ashram is home to a variety of
languages. The primary languages include:
1. French:
-Role: Reflecting the colonial history of Pondicherry and
the Mother’s French origins, French holds a significant
place in the Ashram.
-Use in Practice: French is used in educational settings,
particularly inthe study of French literature and philosophy.
Many of the Ashram’s texts and spiritual writings have
been translated into French. The presence of French-
speaking residents and visitors also keeps the language

vibrant within the community.

2. English:

-Role: English is the dominant language in the Ashram,
serving as the primary medium of communication for
administrative purposes, educational instruction, and
spiritual discourse. Many of the Ashram’s publications,
including the works of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother,
are available in English, making it accessible to the global
community.

-Use in Practice: English is widely used in the Ashram's
school, Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education,
where students from different linguistic backgrounds
receive instruction. It is also the language of many lectures,
seminars, and spiritual discourses.

3. Tamil:

-Role: As the local language of Tamil Nadu, Tamil is
extensively used within the Ashram, especially among
local devotees and staff members.

-Use in Practice: Tamil is the primary language for
local communication and is often used in the Ashram’s
public events and community interactions. Many of Sri
Aurobindo’s works have been translated into Tamil, and it
is also used in spiritual discourses and devotional activities.
4. Sanskrit:

-Role: Sanskrit, the classical language of Hindu spiritual
texts, is revered in the Ashram for its spiritual significance.
-Use in Practice: While not used as a conversational
language, Sanskrit is integral to the study of scriptures
and chanting. The Ashram conducts classes and sessions
on Sanskrit, focusing on the language’s spiritual and
philosophical aspects.

5. Hindi:

-Role: As the national language of India, Hindi is commonly
used among Indian residents and visitors from different
parts of the country.

-Use in Practice: Hindi is used in day-to-day conversations,
spiritual practices, and during events that involve
participants from across India. It is also used in translations
of spiritual texts and in communication with the broader
Indian audience.

03. Educational Practices

The Ashram’s educational wing, the Sri
Aurobindo International Centre of Education, embraces
multilingualism in its curriculum. Students are encouraged
to learn multiple languages, which include English, French,
Tamil, Sanskrit, and Hindi, among others. This multilingual
education aims to broaden the students’ cultural
understanding and spiritual growth.

Language learning at the Ashram is not merely
academic; it is intertwined with the spiritual practice of
integral yoga. The Ashram believes that learning and using
multiple languages can contribute to an individual’s inner
development by opening up different cultural and spiritual
perspectives.
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04. Publications and Translations

The Ashram is known for its extensive publications,
many of which are translated into multiple languages.
The works of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother have been
translated into major global languages, including English,
French, Spanish, German, Italian, and Japanese, among
others. This multilingual approach allows the Ashram’s
teachings to reach a global audience, further promoting its
philosophy of universal brotherhood and spiritual unity.

Inaddition, the Ashram’s daily bulletins, magazines,
and newsletters are often published in multiple languages,
catering to the diverse linguistic needs of its community.

05. Cultural and Spiritual Integration

Multilingualism at the Ashram is not just a
practical necessity but a reflection of its core philosophy.
The Ashram emphasizes the unity of all human beings,
transcending linguistic and cultural barriers. The use of
multiple languages is seen as a means to foster a deeper
understanding of different cultures and spiritual traditions.

This cultural and linguistic diversity is celebrated
in the Ashram’s various festivals, events, and collective
activities. For example, during special events, hymns and
prayers may be sung in several languages, symbolizing the
unity of all traditions under the universal spirit.

06. Challenges and Solutions
Despite its advantages, multilingualism in the
Ashram also presents challenges. Communication barriers
can arise among members who are not proficient in the
primary languages. However, the Ashram addresses these
challenges through the following means:
1.Language Classes: The Ashram offers language classes
to its members, helping them acquire proficiency in
the commonly spoken languages. This fosters better
communication and integration within the community.
2.Translation Services: Important spiritual discourses,
meetings, and publications are often translated into
multiple languages, ensuring that non-native speakers can
fully participate in the Ashram’s spiritual life.
3.Encouraging Bilingualism/Multilingualism: Residents
are encouraged to learn and use more than one language,
which helps bridge communication gaps and enhances
mutual understanding.
Conclusion
Multilingualism at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram is
a manifestation of its inclusive and universal spiritual
philosophy. The diverse linguistic environment enriches
the Ashram’s cultural and spiritual life, allowing it to
serve as a global centre for spiritual practice and learning.
Through its commitment to multilingualism, the Ashram
not only preserves its cultural heritage but also promotes a
vision of unity in diversity, embodying the teachings of Sri
Aurobindo and the Mother.
Report : Dr. Jayesh Raval
Director, Sheth C.N.Angreji Kendra

Innovation Mission
Atal Tinkering Lab

In today’s rapidly evolving world, fostering
creativity, innovation and critical thinking skills in students
have become a necessity. At Sheth C. N. English Medium
school, we are trying to achieve this with the introduction
of the Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL). ATL is an initiative by the
Government of India under the Atal Innovation Mission
(AIM) to nurture an innovative mind set among young
learners, equipping them with 21st century skills and
preparing them for the future.

s — N AL

Sheth C. N. Eng
The Atal Tinkering Laboratory in 2018. Since then, more
than 200 students have been trained in the fields of

lish Medium school established

Basic Electronics, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence (Al), 3-D
Printing, Drone Operations, etc. These students have been
part of regular conventions and competitions and have
presented their works and projects at various reputed
institutions like Nirma University, lIT-Gandhinagar, Pandit
Deendayal Energy University, etc. One of our former
student, Heer Shah had applied for a patent and now, even
has her own start-up which makes footwears from waste
materials. She was also instrumental in designing a system
that can directly absorb Carbon emitted by the silencers of
automobiles. She has been facilitated by the Government
of Gujarat for her initiative.

The curriculum encourages the students to
learn everything right from the basics of electronics and
electrical circuits to some high-end robotics programs,
suitable for school children. This enables the children to
have knowledge of the latest technology, both in hardware
and software, which otherwise, is very difficult to be
acquired from traditional school syllabus. Atal Tinkering
Lab stimulates the creative potential inherent in every
child.

Aasim Shaikh
Teacher, PGT Physics,
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Understanding your child’s behaviour

Working with children aged 3 to 5 years is a
wonderful experience. It is also one of the reasons why
| chose to write about it. The behaviour of the child is a
reflection of how he or she is treated at home or in the
classroom. To raise a well-behaved child, parents should
first examine their own behavior, especially how we deal
with crisis or emergency like situations.

A child needs a warm and loving atmosphere at
home. Research findings also prove that a child's behaviour
is learnt from his environment be it his parents and peers.
In addition to that a child has to find a way to express his/
her feelings. For this, we need to avoid constantly advising
them and allow them to be. | believe they will have a lot of
experience to share with the elders.

Parents also have to be aware of their child’s
capabilities. | believe it is a crucial topic of discussion in
today’s scenario. Parents should understand that every
child is not meant to be a scholar, doctor, engineer or
excel in sports. They should ensure that the child enjoys
the journey of learning. As an educator | would suggest
that we should guide them to create their own path. By
demonstrating patience, understanding, and consistency,
we can effectively guide them towards becoming
thoughtful, responsible individuals.

Jalpa Trivedi
Teacher, CNEM-Vishist Varg)
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CNSA Student's Achievement  Guijarat State Ranking Tennis Tournament

Kavya Shilu wins Bronze at SGFI Nationals hosted by CNSA
CNSA hosted a

U\/ L CYA State Ranking Tennis
- F

i Tournament from 14th

ME:@

§8) Rorts Academy to 16th December

© 2024 in which more

C E GCP than 175  players
St “'Ran L participated across

various categories.
Participants included
players from Junagadh,
Palanpur, Rajkot
and Gandhinagar

-_ N besides Ahmedabad.
: All participants were

given participation certificates and winner were awarded
trophies.

Kavya Shilu shone in the Under-17 discus throw

with a stellar performance at the 68th School Games CNSA Karatekas win Runners-up Trophy
Federation of India’s National Championships held at at National Meet
Lucknow on 30th November 2024. Her powerful throw In a national level competition held by Advance

at 38.57 metres brought her, her first national medal. Taefudo Martial Arts on 15th December 2024, CNSA
Kavya joined gymnastics at CNSA in 2016 and moved on Karatekas put up a splendid show winning the Runners-
to Athletic training in 2021. She has triumphed at State up trophy besides winning medals for individual

Championships in Discus Throw and Shot Put in the last performances.
three years before this victory at national level.
ra SARDARE

CN Students Navya and Isha shine at .. R  ' a s I{{R*}TE o
State Championships :

Two Kishore

Vidyalaya students
_ namely Navya Shah
(8th standard) and Isha
Patel (7th standard)
won second and third
! places respectively
at the Gujarat State
Gymnastics Association
Championships held in

Rajpiplaon 13th & 14th . <
November 2024. In While Atharva Chandrana of CN BaI Vidyalaya

| the individual rounds, won a Gold Medal and the Best Fighter Trophy, Shanaya
| Navya secured second Trivedi, Dhruvin Shah, Dhairya Makwana (CN Bal

position on Balancing Vidyalaya) and Anmol Tolani won Gold Medals in their

~ Beam, Vaulting Table respective categories. Students who won silver medals

and Uneven Bars include Reyansh Shah, Hardya Parikh, Dharma Panchal

whereas Isha secured third position in Balancing Beam. At~ including Kanya Chhatralaya student Kashish Nai and

this competition CNSA gymnast Yaksh Somaiya won bronze CNEM student Krisha Bhimani. Students who won Bronze

for performance on Vaulting Table bringing home the medals include Shital Jadav and Tamanna Solanki of Kanya

first ever medal among boys. Avantika Negi became the Chhatralaya besides Dharma Panchal, Vanshita Parekh,
Under-13 State Champion whereas Nishi Bhavsar became Nilam Amarkumar and Atmay Patel.

the champion in Junior category and Soha Parikh became Trupti Rawal

the all-round winner in the senior category. Director, C.N. Sports Academy

10
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FURNAMENT

Bor

(1) al «M wWRHa (3 5) 2l 541 2l Aadl 214 Andd 9.
dv1d AllE uRuE gRI AVAa vftiilsa
[B1G124i [QeneilMoll Rilg

Ut AE URYE g1l Al wildenfsd eyl
iy AU AL ol [Qeuad-l oLl Yol (oL dlHl edl
Pl ol [Qenaudl uasoL dldlsas EL wad, ddld 2
AR S WH 5 e enodlld oud 2l wan, Bdly,
qld 2 U S Wn 53 o olika qy 9.

aidisaia 2ual
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Dhyey Parikh (5 yr. old) Awarded for Marathon
Dhyey Parikh had participated in Adani
Ahmedabad Marathon Run for our soldiers
organised on 24th Nov. 2024 at River
y front in 5 km race which he completed
successfully at the age of 5 years and has
! also been awarded medal for completion.
" Dhyey completed another 5km run on
15/12/2024. Class: Jr.KG (Vishisht Varg )
Seema Shah
Academic Director CNEM-Vishisht Varg

C.N.English Medium Student’s Achievement
Ms. Heli Shah, student of STD 8, CNEM,
has been selected for the pre-national
coaching camp for under 14 Kabbadi at
Anand. She is the only participant who has
been selected from Ahmedabad. We are
proud of her and wish her good luck for
the selection in Nationals.

Mrs. Rita Mukherjee
Director, Sheth C.N.English Medium School
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New Initiatives towards Implementing

NEP-2020 Recommendation
1. Installation of Interactive Panels in Institutions
of Vidyavihar

e Technological advancement in education is highly
recommended in NEP-2020.

e Sheth C.NVidyavihar proudly acknoledges the
contributions of alumni Lt. Dr. Rajalbahen Thaker,
Shri Jigen Sharedalal & Shri Atul Sharedalal towards
Interactive Panels to various institutions of CNVV.

e Schools & Training Colleges of Vidyavihar are now
equipped with total 39 panels which will enable
teaching-learning process with conceptual clarity &
will provide meaningful learning experience to the
children.
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A5 Qﬂ ol. 5‘] QRC-I. QRS oil !-l(éﬁ‘lﬂﬂ Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra Receives Rising
~ Star Award from the Cambridge University

at Annual Coordinators' Conference-2024

CAMBRIDGE
o LI,

[LURE i

Shetn . W Argraji Kendra,
Ay B!

L R AR I e b

English Qualifications

Hmm ddlaire i e

L farkivoct

Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra was awarded the
esteemed Rising Star Award for the year 2024 by Cambridge
University Ahmedabad on August 10th, 2024.

This recognition is a testament to the Kendra's
exceptional contribution to promoting English language
proficiency among students.

The award was presented as a token of
appreciation for the remarkable achievement of enrolling
173 students for various Cambridge English Exams. This
significant milestone underscores the commitment of
Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra to providing high-quality English
education and equipping students with the necessary skills
to excel in an increasingly globalized world. Two of the
faculty members of Angreji Kendra Mrs. Bhavna Oza and
Mrs. Ashwini Lodaya remained present in the conference
to represent the Kendra and receive the award on behalf
of the entire team of Sheth C.N Angreji Kendra.

Prior to this achievement, all the teachers at
Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra underwent rigorous training to
prepare students for the Cambridge English exams. Their
dedication and expertise played a pivotal role in guiding
the students to success.

The students of Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra not only
participated in these exams but also excelled, achieving
outstanding results and setting a new milestone in the
institution's history.

This award serves as a motivating force for Sheth
C.N. Angreji Kendra to continue its mission of empowering
students with English language skills and helping them
achieve their academic and professional goals.

R - i -Dr. Jayesh Raval, Director,
wieu-l yetsid ddy wEaenel>i Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra
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