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PONDICHERRY VISIT: OBSERVATIONS,
ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A team of seven members comprising the heads
of Sheth C N Vidyavihar viz Dr. Vaishali Shah — Campus
Director, Mr. Rajendra Jadeja — Advisor to Campus Director,
Mr. Hitendra Trivedi — Director of Gujarati Medium Schools,
Dr. Jayesh Raval — Director of Angreji Kendra, Mrs. Seema
Shah — Academic Director of Vishisht Varg, Dr. Shilpa
Kulkarni — Principal of Sheth C N English Medium School,
along with Mr. Yogesh Thanki, visited Shri Aurobindo
International Centre for Education at Pondicherry in the
month of July 2024 to understand the academic program,
the multilingual approach, the unique pedagogy including
the process of continuous assessment, the education
philosopy of Sriﬁ#robindo and the Mother.

OBSERVATIONS

Based on the observations undertaken during the
visit, a meeting was conducted on 13/08/24, to discuss
about the issues, the recommendations and the strategies
to put them into practice.

After a brief recapitulation of the description
of the visit, the discussion steered to the agenda about
how the other Gandhian institutes have a non-flexible
and rigid approach towards mother tongue, to quote an
example — a renowned institute has the same approach
towards foreigners as its local students, which creates a
gap between the students and the language learning. This
causes an anti-English attitude and learning of languages
apart from mother tongue becomes a burden for the
students. On the other hand, the approach in Ashram
school is that learning of an additional language is helpful
in spiritual development of a person. The suggestion
offered was that a document to be prepared which can
emphasize on the acceptable approach for languages
because learning multiple languages is not a burden but
in fact contributes in developing the personality, IQ and
spiritual aspect of a person.

The writings of the Mother are majorly in French
and English and hence these two languages are the basic
languages at the Ashram School. Sanskrit is also introduced
at the pre-school level. Children are encouraged to speak
in their mother tongue and for any language as the
mother tongue the teachers are available. The multilingual
approach is adapted in a way which is devoid of grammar

or translations, ensuring that the essence of the language
does not get lost in the translations. Grammar for the
language is internalised through simple interactions
making language learning simple for the children. This
strategy used has been accepted universally for language
acquisition. Each child of the school speaks more than six
to seven languages during their school tenure. As per the
free progression concept of SAICE, the progress of the
students is monitored by the teachers in terms of their
ability to do things using language and not through formal
examinations. A student enjoys learning when there are
no tests involved. It is imperative for the parents as well
as students to understand the importance of learning
without the stress of tests or exams because the attention
and focus then gets shifted exclusively on performing
better in tests rather than life.

MAJOR ISSUES

One of the major issues faced by large is when
learning of languages other than mother tongue is
considered as a burden. It can be observed that even
illiterate people use at least two — three languages defying
the myth that language learning can be a burden. This
was further observed at SAICE that the children happily
learned multiple languages with the correct approach and
pedagogy.

The second main concern is that India as a country
has been dominated by a multilingual, multi -cultural,
multi-racial social reality. The schooling system has an
inbuilt tension because the language teacher is expected
to teach ‘shuddh’ bhasha to the students, while research
shows that the knowledge of shuddh bhasha can be gained
by listening and reading and not by the prescribed rules.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The recommendations to implement this is by
creating a consensus among the teachers and the parents
regarding language acquisition and help them understand
the same. Various platforms can be created to help parents
understand the philosophy that learning more than one
language makes a person intelligent, sharp and enhances
the spiritual quotient. The stakeholders may visit various
other institutions following a similar pedagogy, across
the country. Though the examination pattern cannot
be changed, it is important to shift focus on functional
ability instead of formal correctness. Language acquisition
should be through self-learning projects instead of regular
teaching. These projects should be a well-defined series
of activities. The teachers can be guides and help the
students arrive at conclusion during the execution of the
projects. Help can be taken from the parents, alumni etc
for the same. The children should be given the freedom
to decide which project he/ she wants to pursue with the
help of the teachers. Last but not the least there should be
a joy of learning without any pressure or tension.
- Shilpa Kulkarni, Principal, CNEM
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'BEING REAL IN A WORLD FULL OF FILTERS'

Since the day we were born: Postures perfected?

Moral values learnt? Straight A's? No misconduct? A
scholarship in a prestigious University? Seems perfect, doesn’t
it? Everybody wants to be perfect and in their pursuit of
perfection, people often hide behind filters. In our digital age,
filters are the masks of modern photography, the delicate
veils that transform reality into enhanced vision of perfection.
The layers that add glamour, vibrance and sometimes
create an illusion of flawlessness in our everyday life.
But why are filters required? Why can't we be
imperfect? Isn't nature imperfect and aren't we a part of
nature? Just look, think about the nature. How is it? It is
full of snared tree roots, jagged mountain peaks, blemished
petals of a wildflower- each imperfection tells us a story
of resilience, of beauty, found in the raw and unaltered.
Much like nature we too, are marked with
imperfections. The wrinkles etched by time, the scars
of battles fought and lessons learned, the unique quirks
that set us apart. Yet in a world obsessed with filters
and facades, we often forget that it is these very flaws
that make us real that render us as a beautiful human.
But when we constantly see images of perfect

skin, bodies and lifestyles, it is easy to feel incomplete. This
comparison has a global implication and leads to a cycle of
comparison that can create a culture of hypocrisy leading to
a gap between peoples' online personas and their real lives.
A survey by American Psychological Association

and a report by WHO in 2023 proves that 70% of people
feel inadequate when they compare themselves to the
filtered images they see online and highlights a surge in
mental health issues. Reality bites, but then that's what we
are, the original. It is about celebrating our unique flaws
and strengths rather than striving for the unattainable ideal.
Companies are increasingly valuing authenticity over
polished perfection just like Dove's campaign of real beauty
has been talked about for featuring real women of all shapes
and sizes. Even Prableen Bhomrah known as 'The No FILTER'
girl once faced criticisms due to her appearance on social
media. Still, she decided to be herself and this gained her over
4,40,000 followers. Such people and campaigns challenge the
traditional beauty standards and redefine beauty and success.
To conclude, in a world where filters reign
supreme, being real is a breath of fresh air. Authenticity
shines brighter than any curated facade. It is not difficult
to ditch the digital disguises and reveal our genuine faces,
thoughts, and emotions. By doing so, we inspire others
to do the same, creating a ripple effect of raw, unfiltered
beauty. Let us celebrate our unfiltered selves and reject the
pressure to conform to unrealistic standards. In a sea of
edited perfection, being real is the most beautiful filter of all.
Tashvi Mankad, X A

(Winnerof CN’s Ms. Willie Divan English Elocution Competition)

Sheth CNEM
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how to make a living and other how to live."
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- el Al
Sheth C.N English Medium School Vishisht Varg
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CNSA’s Artistic Gymnastics Ms. Willie Dewan All Gujarat

Pre-Level Competition Inter-School English Elocution
: Ak Competition 2024-25

"E OEEYS L YYEARD i

Tawrw

i “ The 50th Ms. Willie Diwan All Gujarat Inter-School
CNSA organized an internal competition for its English Elocution Competition-2024-25 was held at C.N.
own pre-level gymnasts on Sunday, 29th September 2024. Vidyavihar on 22.8.2024.

About 70 students of 4 to 10 years of age participated in The event began with an inspiring keynote address
it. While top scorers were given medals, all participants by the director of Sheth C.N. English Medium School,
received a Certificate of Appreciation mentioning their emphasizing the importance of effective communication.
individual score and rank. CNSA’s own Level 8 gymnasts The event had 35 participants from different
were the judges for this competition. schools across the state. They showcased their oratory
Students of CN EﬂgllSh Medium skills on the topic 'Be real in the world of filters’
Students Appear for | ek

Inter-School
Elocuti

1glis

Karate White Belt Exam

The panel of judges evaluated the participants

White Belt is the first level of exam in Karate. CNSA based on criteria such as content, delivery, and originality.

Karate coach has been providing training to CNEM students The Elocution Competition was a success,

during school hours. Students were ready to appear for providing a platform for students to demonstrate their

the first level exam within a few of training. Ten students speaking prowess and confidence. The event was well-

of CNEM took the test on Sunday, 6th October 2024, along organized and appreciated by students, teachers, and
with other CNSA students. parents alike.

- Trupti Rawal, Director, CNSA - Rita Mukherjee, Director, CNEM

11
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Name Course
Lagariya Kunjal Lakhubhai ATD.
Madhapariya Diya Prakash ATD.
Modi Nipa Ashvinkumar Sculptur
Patel Rutul Jitendrabhai Applied Art
Maheshwari Saloni Omprakash Applied Art
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C N English Medium School

SR. DETAILS STUDENT NAME

1 FirstIn Std. 3-A Maarv Harshil Mehta

2 First In Std. 4-A Krushna Chaitanyabhai
Zinzuwadia

3 First In Std. 5-A KAVYA SHUKLA

4  FirstIn Std. 5-B KUNJ SHUKLA

5 FirstIn Std. 6-A HITANSH SHAH

6 First In Std. 6-B PRANVI KACHHY

7  First In Std. 7-A AARUSH SHAH

8 FirstIn Std. 7-B LABDHI SHAH

9  First In Std. 8-A MOKSHIT JAIN

10 First In Std. 8-B FREYA SHAH

11 First In Std. 9-A REYANSH SHAH

12 First In Std. 9-B DARSH SHAH

13 First In Std. 10 VRISHA VYAS

14 Second In Std. 10 HARSH SHAH )

15 First In Std. 11 Science AARYAV JOSHI L

16 First In Std. 11 Arts SHIKHA SHAH

17 First In Std. 11 Commerce TIRTH DOSHI

18 First In Std. 12 Science VIPRABEN PATEL

19 First In Std. 12 Arts BHAKTI PATEL

20 First In Std.

21 FirstIn Drawing Std. 3to5  DHAIRYA SHAH

22 First In Drawing Std.6to8 NAISHA SHAH

23 First In Drawing Std. 9to 12 ANSHU RANA

24 First In Music Std. 3to 5 KAVYA HARDIKBHAI JANI
25 First In Recitation Std. 3to5 MANYA DOSHI

26 FirstIn Elocution Std. 6to 8 NAISHA SHAH

27 First In Debate Std.9to 12  PARTHAVI DARJI

12 Commerce YUVRAJ YADAV
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